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... I dropped out of school previously, | had no hope. Then I came to [program name] and
graduating is the only thing on my mind and a future education.
- Current Alternative Education Student
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Note: The 2008 figure is a projection. Official data will be released by the SDE in January.
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Program Cost. Each dropout costs the government more than $200,000 over a lifetime. Graduates earn
more (and pay more taxes), are healthier, and are less likely to commit crimes or use other public
services such as food stamps. Over the last 12 years, the state of Oklahoma has invested $200 million in
alternative education. During that time, 10,830 former dropouts had a positive status at the end of the
school year. If we look only at that group of students, the savings to government is estimated at $2.2
billion over their lifetimes (10,830 x $200,000).

For more information, please contact:

Dr. Kathy McKean, Director O =
Oklahoma Technical Assistance Center « 123 East Broadway ¢ Cushing, OK 74023

Phone: 800.687.5730 * E-mail: kmckean@otac.info « Website: http://otac.info






